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AN OLD MINING TOWN IN 
QUEENSLAND : MOUNT MORGAN 
by F. L. GOLDING, A.A.S.A. 
Delivered on behalf of the Mount Morgan and District 
Historical Society at Newstead, Brisbane, on 25 May 1978 
On 27 May 1948 the late Benjamin Gilmour Patterson, B.E., 
M.A.I.M.M. (then chief surveyor of the Cential Queensland min-
ing company — Mount Morgan Ltd.) delivered a paper to the 
Historical Society of Queensland — and his subject was The Story 
of the Discovery of Mount Morgan. An excellent paper which was 
issued in book form by the Brisbane printing firm of W. R. Smith 
and Paterson Pty. Ltd. Now here 1 am, almost 30 years later to 
the night t© deliver another paper on Mount Morgan to the 
same Historical Society (although it is now honoured with the 
title 'Royal'). 
Mr. Patterson's lecture was all about our famous mine; I will 
be talking more about the town itself — its people, institutions 
and buildings. However, if there wasn't any mine there wouldn't 
have been any town, so it will be necessary to bring in some 
information about the mine as an introduction for the main sub-
ject of this paper. 
It seems to be an accepted fact that the very first white man to 
pass by and probably look at "Ironestone Mountain" (the name 
of the place before the Morgan brothers gave it their name) were 
Charles and William Archer on their journey up the Dee River 
Valley in 1853. They had been told about the Fitzroy River by 
that well-known and famous explorer Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt 
and they came into our area outside Mount Morgan on i-he Dee 
Range known locally as "Struck Oil" to see for themselves. The 
Archers went from here to take up grazing land in the Grace-
mere district just outside Rockhampton, and their descc tdants 
are there to this day. What is not accepted, however, is who was 
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the true discoverer of the mine. Many stories have been told 
about the subject but it is not my purpose to go into that here 
now. (The matter was well covered in B. G. Patterson's paper). It 
can be assumed, however, that the three Morgan brothers -
Frederick, Thomas and Edwin — were the flrst to start mining 
there late in 1882. 
FIRST SYNDICATE, 1883-1886 
By 1883 the Morgan brothers realised they had a very promis-
ing mine on their hands — but (unfortunately for them) did not 
have the capital to develop it. They urgently needed money for 
stores, carts and horses, mining tools of the day, and many other 
necessary items. It is recorded that they duly offered a half share 
in their mine to three Rockhampton men for £1200 ($2400 in 
present day currency). These three men were William Pattison, a 
grazier and at the time a member of the Queensland Parliament 
Thomas Skarrat Hall, manager of the Rockhampton branch of 
the Queensland National Bank — a man well versed in the busi-
ness of buying gold; and William Knox D'Arcy, a practising 
solicitor who returned to England in the 1890s a very rich man. 
Some of his wealth helped in no small way to find oil in Persia 
(as it was known then). This was a discovery which was to mean 
so much to the world's affairs. How important is oil today! A 
note on William Knox D'Arcy is given later in the paper. 
One of the early actions of the First Syndicate was to purchase 
Donald Gordon's famous square mile (Portion No. 247) for £640 
($1280) on £1 ($2) per acre. The Morgans tried earlier to buy part 
of this freehold property so they would have access to the eastern 
side of their mine, as the western boundary of Gordon's property 
went right over the top of old Ironstone Mountain. It was dis-
covered later on that this eastern portion was to be probably the 
richest part of the mine. 
Donald Gordon would not sell part of Portion No. 247 to the 
Morgans — it was all or nothing with him. One wonders why he 
did not know the mineral wealth he had in his grasp. It is cer-
tainly very puzzling as his brother Alexander (Sandy) Gordon 
worked for the Morgans in their mining ventures. 
SECOND SYNDICATE 
The second mining sydnicate from 1886 eventually led to the 
formation of the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Co. Ltd. — nowa-
days referred to as the old company. 
In 1886, after nearly four years association with their new 
mine, the Morgan brothers sold their half share of the mine to 
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their three partners and some others who had become interested. 
An amount of £93,000 ($186,000) was mentioned as the value of 
this transaction. Various reasons have been given to account for 
the Morgans "pulling out" of a mine which had cost them 
nothing to acquire. The Morgans knew the mines of Central 
Queensland, and that many of them did not "live down" below 
200 feet. The Mount Morgan mine was to prove an exception. 
It was now considered desirable to form a registered company. 
However, this action was delayed until the syndicate had 
finished fighting the various claimants who contested the 
validity of its titles. When the end of this costly litigation was in 
sight the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Co. Ltd. was registered 
with £1,000,000 ($2,000,000) as capital. Thomas Skarrat Hall 
was the first chairman of directors and his brother James Wesley 
Hall was the first general manager. 
An old picture of the mine. 
From Mt. Morgan & Dist. Hist. Soc'y collection 
The operations were most successful until the close of World 
War I (1918) when the price of copper began to fall and the costs 
of mining began to rise. In 1925 the underground workings of 
the mine (which were heavily timbered) were gutted by fire, and 
in an effort to contiol it the mine was flooded. With this, together 
with industrial troubles including stoppages, no knowledge of 
an economic treatment method for low grade ore and for other 
reasons, the company went into voluntary liquidation in 1927. In 
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1929, owing mainly to the enterprise and foresight of the former 
general manager of the mine, the late Adam Alexander Boyd a 
new company. Mount Morgan Ltd., was registered with a capital 
of £200,000 ($400,000) and mining by the open cut method was 
commenced and has been successful. In 1968 Mount Morgan 
became a subsidiary of Peko Wallsend, and still is. 
FROM MINING CAMP TO TOWN 
It would appear that Mount Morgan began to settle down to a 
regular community life about 1887-88. In the immediate years 
following the discovery of the ore body and the mine's establish-
ment to work it in late 1882, it was a typical mining camp with 
makeshift habitations of all sorts and sizes erected close to the 
mine, and an available domestic water supply such as was poss-
ible (the Dee River). Thus Tipperary Point and Flat and the 
Happy Valley localities, were thickly populated settlements. 
Later the town extended to the healthier and more suitable area 
which in time became the business and main residential section 
as we know it today. 
Movements were now in hand to supply the new town with 
much needed amenities. It did not lack police, religious, frater-
nal, sporting and social activities, each of which has a story of its 
own, but the more substantial requirements of a growing com-
munity were wanting and very urgently needed for a fast grow-
ing community. 
In 1887 it got its first school — the Central School — which 
was opened with Mr. J. B. Freeman as first headmaster. It opened 
on 16 May with 288 pupils - 150 boys and 138 girls. Today, 91 
years later, Mr. Neville Spry is the Principal, and the roll call is 
around 400. We had to wait for secondary education in the town 
until February 1912 when the State High School was opened 
(one of the original six in Queensland by the way), with Mr. 
Harry Tomkys as Principal and an initial enrolment of 72 boys 
and 55 girls. Mr. R. G. Bransgrove is the present Principal, and 
the enrolment is around 300. This old school has celebrated its 
Diamond Jubilee. We have one other school in the town, the 
Convent Primary School with an enrolment of about 100. There 
is also a Government Pre-School with an enrolment around 50. 
Back in 1927 there were 11 schools open in the town, with a 
school population of about 2000. In 1900 the flrst Technical Col-
lege classes were held in the old School of Arts building (burnt 
down Anzac night 1923). There were only eight students. A two-
storey Technical College building of locally made red bricks was 
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erected at a cost of £3868 ($7736) and was officially opened by 
the then Premier of Queensland, the Hon. William Kidston, 
M.L.A., on 24 April 1909. Technical College education was car-
ried on locally until 1964 when night classes were terminated. 
The high school was established in February 1912. 
Morgan Street in the days when motor cars were starting to compete with 
horse-cabs. 
From Mt. Morgan & Dist. Hist. Soc'y collection 
In 1885 the town got its first mail service with Rockhampton, 
and in 1887 the local Telegraph Station was opened in the Post 
Office, on 18 March. The first bank, the Queensland National 
(Mr. Thomas S. Hall's bank) opened on 25 May 1887. In its hey-
day the town had three banks open, the Queensland National, 
the Commonwealth, and the Bank of New South Wales. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
The first sale of land in Mount Morgan itself took place in 
1887. Previously all sales had been made in Rockhampton, the 
first being in 1885, three years after mining commenced. On 20 
August 1890 Mount Morgan got its own municipality when the 
Mount Morgan Town Council held its statutory meeting in the 
old School of Arts. James Wesley Hall (first general manager of 
the mine) was the first Mayor and Mr. L. Eastwood (proprietor of 
one of Mount Morgan's early newspapers The Chronicle) was the 
first Town Clerk — it was then only a part-time job. In 1909 the 
Calliungal Shire Council (to look after the nearby rural area) was 
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established with C. H. Humphries as its flrst Chairman and John 
Darling Murray (a local practising solicitor) as the flrst Shire 
Clerk. On 15 October 1931, due to a decrease in population 
caused by the mine's closing down in the late 1920s, these two 
councils were abolished and their former territories merged into 
one area to become the Shire of Mount Morgan. The first meeting 
of the new council took place on 9 December 1931 with Henry 
Searle as its flrst Chairman and Fred Bowen as the flrst Shire 
Clerk. Today the Chairman is Arthur D. Timms, J.P., and the 
Shire Clerk is Alex Wassell. 
In 1932 the seat of Mount Morgan in the Queensland Parlia-
ment was abolished. The member at this time was the Hon. 
James Stopford, M.L.A., who had in his time been Home Secre-
tary and Minister for Mines. The town's first representative in 
the State House in 1888 was Robert Lyons, a Rockhampton 
solicitor. Mount Morgan was absorbed in the electorate of 
Fitzroy based on Rockhampton; then later it was part of the Port 
Curtis electorate based on Gladstone. In 1977 yet another change 
made it part of the electorate of Rockhampton. I wonder if some-
time in the future it will grow big enough to have its own mem-
ber in the State House again? For a long time now. Federally, it 
has been in the Division of Capricornia. 
Mount Morgan got its first hospital, the General, at a cost of 
£3000 ($6000) in 1890 and that building (with additions) served 
the town and immediate district until 1968 when it was replaced 
with a new building at a cost of $540,000. The Chairman of the 
original committee in 1890 was the Mayor and the general man-
ager of the mine, James Wesley Hall, the first medical officer was 
a Dr. Hunter, and the matron Miss A. Marsh. 
Residents witnessed the first of the big fires in the business sec-
tion when many shops were destroyed in East Street then the 
town's main shopping area, in 1896. There were big fires in 
Morgan Street in 1922, then on Anzac night 1923 the School of 
Arts, Imperial Hotel, Argus Printery and several shops went up 
in flames. The last big fire in the business section was on 11 
December 1939 when twelve shops were destroyed. In those 
days there was no town water scheme, and consequently no Fire 
Brigade service. The Mount Morgan Fire Brigade had its flrst 
meeting in the Shire Council Chambers on 5 November 1942. 
Mr. T. W. Hayes became first chairm.an of the board, and I myself 
was the first secretary, a position I was to hold for 25 years. Mr. 
C. Black was the first full-time Chief Officer. 
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Saturday 24 April 1954 must rate as one of the most important 
dates in the town's history, for it marked the official turning-on 
of the water supply scheme, set up and controlled by the Shire 
Council. The water is pumped through 10" pipes to the town 
reservoir from Fletcher's Creek about nine miles south of Mount 
Morgan. 
THE RACK RAILWAY 
No less important in its time was the coming of the railway 
from Rockhampton over the Razor Back Range where those 
strong little rack steam engines assisted the trains from Moon-
mera (at the bottom) to Moongan (at the top). There was a 
special rail in the centre of the track which the engines gripped to 
keep the trains from slipping down the range. That service began 
on 25 November 1898 and continued for 53 years without 
serious mishap. In 1951 a new deviation line was built around 
the mountains at a cost of £350,000 ($700,000). That meant the 
end of the rack system and the end of an era. In 1974 the railway 
station and the railway water tank on very high blocks were 
classified by the National Trust of Queensland. And on 22 
November 1975 suitable plaques provided by the Mount Morgan 
and District Historical Society were unveiled by Mr. P. J. 
Goldston, then general manager of Queensland Railways' 
Central Division, but now Commissioner for Railways for the 
whole of Queensland. 
Until the coming of the railway in 1898 the only communica-
tion between Rockhampton and Mount Morgan had been by 
horse-drawn vehicles over the old, steep Razorback Road and by 
the rough dirt road through Kabra. 
The Mount Morgan Gas and Lighting Company, established 
on Byrnes Parade in 1901, supplied the town for 60 years. It 
closed in 1961. The town's first electricity scheme came into 
operation in 1935 and took over street lighting. Current came 
from the Mine Power House and was sold by the mining com-
pany to the Shire Council, which in turn sold it to the con-
sumers. This arrangement carried on until July 1947 when the 
Capricornia Regional Electricity Board took over. In time it took 
over the supplying of current to the mine also — yet in the early 
days of the scheme it got its current from the Mine Power House 
until the early 1950s. 
Some famous people have been connected with the town and 
mine. The three Morgans of course (who started it all), the three 
Hall brothers (Thomas Skarrat Walter Russell and James 
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Morgan Street before bitumen sealing in 1947. 
From Mt. Morgan & Dist. Hist. Soc'y collection 
Wesley), Lord Casey (he worked at the mine as an engineer 
about 1911), Stanley Dallas (a World War I flying ace), and many 
other local lads and lasses who made a name for themselves in 
the world. 
The Shire Council in 1960 adopted a flag for the area, and in 
1973 chose the silver wattle as its floral emblem. The town's 
Historical Museum was opened in 1967, and the local Historical 
Society was established in 1972. Three "Back to Mount Morgan" 
weeks have been held — in 1950, 1960 and 1970 — and it is pro-
posed to hold another in 1982 when the mine will be celebrating 
its centenary of operations. Many guesses have been made as to 
what Mount Morgan's population really was. I think it would be 
safe to say the figure was from 13,000 to 14,000 between 1911 
and 1921. From then on it has gradually declined, due no doubt 
to the closing of the mine in the late 1920s, and the Census figure 
for 1971 — June (the last shown by the Bureau of Census and 
Statistics) was 3956. The estimated population of the Shire of 
Mount Morgan now is between 3500 and 4000 people — about 
10,000 less than its peak. 
Historic Highlights of Mount Morgan 
The following notes, written to explain slide illustrations 
accompanying the above paper, show how rich and diverse the 
history of Mount Morgan has been: 
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"STRUCK OIL" 
In 1874, an American actor, James Cassius Williamson, and his 
wife Maggie Moore, staged a play "Stiuck Oil" which was to 
start off the great Australian Theatie Company of J. C. William-
son Ltd. Maggie Moore later formed her own company and came 
to Queensland with i t and on 6 July 1894, in Mount Morgan, 
played "Stiuck Oil" in the old School of Arts Hail. 
At that time gold was found at a place near the top of Dee 
River about three miles north-east of Mount Morgan. A shaft 
was put down and called "Struck Oil" after the play. A small 
township sprang up. After a few years the gold petered out and 
things were quiet for a while. However, in 1903 a prospector 
found a nugget of gold there and that started the famous Dee 
rush. The town grew again. At one time it is estimated there were 
1000 diggers on the field. The largest nugget weighed 15 pounds. 
Many others were found, and nuggets up to 100 ounces were 
common. Today "Stiuck Oil" is a very quiet place with only a 
few homes. 
WILLIAM KNOX D'ARCY 
William Knox D'Arcy, an Englishman, was educated at the 
Westminster School in London. He came to Austialia with his 
father in the early 1880's and was practising as a solicitor in 
Rockhampton. There he came in contact with the Morgan 
borthers and the Halls and was involved in the Mount Morgan 
gold mine. When he returned to England at the turn of the cen-
tury he was called Queensland's gold millionaire. For some years 
he had his dividends in the mine sent to him in bars of gold. He 
purchased property both in the city of London and the 
countiyside and entertained lavishly. His first wife was Miss 
Elena Bikbick of Old Glenmore via Rockhampton. (The Bikbick 
family still resides there). There were four children of this mar-
riage. When she died in England, D'Arcy took for his second wife 
Miss Nina Boucicault only daughter of Dion Boucicault a tiiend 
of J. C. Williamson. 
When D'Arcy returned to England, exploration for oil was 
going on in Persia. He was interested and put in a lot of his 
wealth. After many setbacks, oil was discovered on 20 May 1908, 
and he became even richer. The D'Arcy Exploration Company 
was renamed in 1957 as B.P. Exploration Company. The B.P. of 
today. 
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WALTER AND ELIZA HALL 
Walter Russell Hall was born in England in 1831, and died at 
Sydney in 1911. He arrived in Sydney on 14 February 1852 and 
went to gold rushes in Victoria, but these ventures were unsuc-
cessful. He became an agent and then a partner in Cobb & Co. 
Later he was a director of the Mount Morgan gold mine, which 
added to his wealth. When he died on 13 October 1911 he left his 
widow Eliza Rowden Hall (whom he married in 1874) a fortune 
of about five million pounds. On the advise of Mr. R. G. Casey 
(father of a former Governor-General of Australia, the late Lord 
Casey), she set aside one million pounds to form the Walter and 
Eliza Hall Trust on 24 May 1912. 
Chief beneficiary of this Trust (which is still operating) is the 
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Research in Pathology and 
Medicine at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Melbourne, Sydney 
and Queensland Universities are also beneficiaries, also some 
Mount Morgan institutions from time to time, the latest being 
the town's Historical Museum. 
THE SUSPENSION BRIDGES 
Mount Morgan first got its famous suspension bridges (also 
called swing bridges) over the Dee River about 1897. At one time 
there were six suspended over the river. Today there are two, one 
The swing bridge at Tipperary Point. 
From Mt. Morgan & Dist. Hist. Soc'y collection 
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at Tipperary Point and the other at Red Hill. It is believed they 
are the only two bridges of this kind now in Queensland and 
they have been classified by the National Trust of Queensland as 
being very special and of historical interest. In March this year, 
they were listed by the National Heritage of Australia as very 
historic bridges. They are made of timber, suspended and 
secured with thick iron ropes. The original bridges have been 
replaced at times to the same design, with the same type of 
materials being used in their construction. 
FUNERAL NOTICE POSTS 
Years ago on the corners of some streets in Mount Morgan 
there were white-painted Notice Posts which stood about three 
feet out of the ground. On these, secured with tacks, were funeral 
notices that had been printed at one of the local printing works 
in town under instructions from undertakers. 
The posts over the years became studded with tacks; so much 
so that one wondered how many more notices could be secured 
without tacks being taken out to make room for them. Inquiries 
of some of the older visitors during the last "Back to Mount 
Morgan Week" in 1970 disclosed a local legend that it was 
unlucky to remove tacks from the posts. These posts seem to 
have been peculiar to the streets of this old mining town, and 
were never used for any other purpose. One of them is now on 
display in front of the town's Historical Museum in East Street. 
"HEUNG LEW" SHRINE 
In 1890 the Chinese community (and it was fairly large at that 
time) erected in the local cemetery a Chinese Shrine known as a 
"Heung Lew". It is still in good condition and is believed to be 
the only one of its kind in Queensland. It has been classified by 
the National Trust. 
It is of concrete, about 8 feet high and comprises a 4-feet square 
base culminating in a 3 feet truncated pyramid on which a small 
two-tier ornamentation is surmounted. The internal cavity is 
brick lined to serve as a furnace for the burning of religious 
papers. Four vents have been inserted in the pyramid and one 
large one at the base. 
Prayer papers and cash papers were offered up in the shrine at 
funerals and days of religious observance. Offerings of roast 
duck, fowls and pigs were offered up at the "Heung Lew" for 
departed spirits much in the manner westerners put flowers on a 
grave of their dear ones, the Chinese belief being that the spirits 
accepted these food offerings in essence. 
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THE MAFEKING BELL 
Mount Morgan in 1900 got its Mafeking Bell which was cast at 
the Mine Foundary from pennies donated by local school 
children after the Relief of Mafeking in the Boer War. For years it 
hung in the tower of the local Town Hall. When the tower was 
demolished, it was installed at the end of the verandah in front of 
the building. It was rung on special occasions, and eventually 
was given to the Boy Scouts Asociation and can be seen in front 
of the Scout Hall in Dee Street. It is a historic item in the town. 
CORONATION LIGHT 
This light was set up by the Town Council at the intersection 
of Morgan and East Streets to celebrate the coronation of King 
Edward VII. It was moved to its present position in Anzac Park 
in 1947. It was lit originally by gas from the Gas Works on Byrnes 
Parade (1901-1961), but nowadays is lit by electricity. It also 
serves as a memorial to local men who volunteered for service in 
the Boer War. 
When in its original position it was a favourite place for public 
gatherings. The Salvation Army Band played near i t and many a 
budding politician spoke in its shadow. During World War I the 
Mayor, Mr. Michael Enright used it as a position from which to 
read latest war news to the school children (who had been 
marched to the spot) and other citizens of the town who hap-
pened to be nearby. It was the centre of a great rally by citizens 
on Peace Night at the end of the 1914-1918 war. 
MEMORIAL TO MINERS 
On 7 November 1909 the Linda Memorial (situated in the local 
cemetery) was dedicated by the then Mayor, Mr. John Morrison. 
It was erected in memory of men who had lost their lives in the 
mine between 1894 and 1909. The names of 26 miners are on this 
memorial. Some are buried there, others in Gympie. It was 
flnanced by miners and citizens. A special committee called the 
Linda Memorial Committee was set up to attend to its erection 
and payment. 
It was the work of a Brisbane Arm, Busby and Thurlow, and is 
a tine example of the stonemason's ar t The rose, thistle, 
shamrock and daffodil are worked on the memorial depicting 
English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh men who worked in the mine. 
